
are also where God is 
working.  

And so, thinking about all 
the work of the week, it 
helps me to reflect that it is 
God’s work, and that there 
is still a thirst for God, and 
for having peace with him, 
in the lives of people, even 
if the many turn their backs 
on him. This is our mission 
as a partnership of parishes 
in the places where we 
live: to be the witness to 
the faithful love of the 
Lord, who is still working 
in the hearts of people to 
draw them to himself. 

On Saturday I’m going off 
for the walking pilgrimage 
to Santiago de Compostela 
with a group of parishion-
ers from our parishes and 
other parishes in the Dean-
ery. If you have any Mass 
intentions or intentions of 
prayer, please let me have 
them by Friday. 

The month of August is 
supposed to be relaxed 
with a holiday mood. 
That’s certainly not been 
the case in our parishes. I 
can honestly say that this 
week has been one of the 
busiest, even without the 
schools in session. 

I know that many of you 
will have seen us make the 
news this week, and there 
was a lot of hullabaloo 
midweek around St Jo-
seph’s. It was a shame that 
the presence of police 

around the church and the 
disruption caused by a few 
put the respectful mourn-
ing of most in the shade. 
But it is not in the very 
public ministry of what 
goes on in church or in the 
public eye which is the 
greatest work of the priest. 
It is more in the almost 
hidden work of speaking to 
individual souls and accom-
panying them at the im-
portant—sometimes sad, 
s o m e t i m e s  j o y f u l —
moments of life which is 
the real work, together 
with the daily offering at 
the altar. 

Last weekend, we were 
able to celebrate six bap-
tisms and three confirma-
tions publically in the 
church. There were also 
privileged moment of be-
ing called to the bedside of 
those who are suffering 
which are not public but 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Maria Micaela 

1809-1865 
Although from a noble 
background, Maria Micaela 
was filled with a love for 
the poor and the sick. As 
she grew up, while living 
the normal life of the no-
bility, she served the poor 
and the sick, especially in a 
cholera epidemic in 1834. 
She loved spending time in 
Eucharistic Adoration. In 

1844 she met a woman 
who had been drawn into 
prostitution, and she de-
cided that she should seek 
to help such women. She 
set up a women’s shelter in 
Madrid, and founded the 
Handmaids of the Blessed 
Sacrament to serve the 
many girls and women 
who sought refuge. She 
died in 1865 in Valencia in 
a further cholera epidemic. 
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KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
pp.partnershipparishes@gmail. 
com 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 24th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday  Int Brenda Crotty 

Sunday 25th         
Twenty-First Sunday  
of Ordinary Time 

9.00am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

 11.00am   Holy Mass  Int John Martin 

   6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 26th                  
Bl Dominic Barberi 

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Kevin Potts 

Tuesday 27th               
St Monica 

9.15am    Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

Wednesday 28th         
St Augustine  

 6.00pm    Cynthia Brown 

   7.00pm Reception of Body Rosa Myatt RIP 

Thursday 29th             
Beheading of St John the 
Baptist 

   10.45am Requiem Mass Rosa Myatt RIP 

      

Friday 30th  Ss Margaret 
Clitherow, Anne Line & 
Margaret Ward 

  9.30am  Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

Saturday 31st           
Our Lady 

9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

  6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Sue Murphy 

Sunday 1st             
Twenty-Second Sun-
day of  Ordinary Time 

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Kevin Potts 

   6.30pm Holy Mass Rosa Myatt 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

ALPHA 
We will be beginning Alpha at the end of September on Saturday mornings at St Joseph’s, 
9am to 10.45am. Here’s the programme: 
28th Sept Is there more to life than this? 
5th Oct  Who is Jesus? 
12th Oct Why did Jesus die? 
19th Oct How can I have faith? 
26th Oct Why and how do I pray? 
2nd Nov  Why and how should I read the Bible? 
9th Nov  How does God guide us? 
16th Nov How can I resist evil? 
23rd Nov Alpha Full Day: the best part of Alpha! On the full day we introduce the Holy Spirit. Unlike the other Alpha  
  sessions this one runs from 9.30am to 5pm, at Sacred Heart Church Tunstall, in the crypt room. 
30th Nov Why and how should I tell others? 
7th Dec  Does God heal today? 
Please make sure you have an Alpha prayer card, and think who you can invite to come with you to this Alpha! 
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parish prayer for  
renewal 

Loving Father, You so loved the 
world that you sent us your only Son, 

that we might believe in him and 
have eternal life.  

May we encounter Jesus Christ anew 
this day and live the Good News with 

joy.  
Though the power of the Holy Spirit, 
help us to “go out to the whole world 

and proclaim” our faith with confi-
dence.  

Give us the courage to witness to the 
Joy of the Gospel by our words and 

actions.  
Help our parish to become more 

welcoming and missionary, so that 
you may be known and loved by all 

people.  
We make this prayer through Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
Our Lady of Grace, 

pray for us! 

Parish Priest’s Open House  
Open House is when Fr Julian is 
available to meet parishioners for any 
need. There are no other Open 
House sessions during the summer 
holidays. However, if you need to 
speak to one of the parish clergy, 
please contact the Parish Office. The 
next Open House will be on Monday 
9th September, 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St John’s: Deceased of Illsley Family; 
Blood family 
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 

Sanctuary lamps can be dedicated. 
Minimum donation £5. Please see 
Fr Julian, Tony Giannasi, or place 
donation in an envelope marking 
the intention of the dedication and 
the preferred Church. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be at 
Ravenswood, The Ave-
nue, on Tuesday 24th 
September at 11am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on 8th September at Tall 
Oakes at 3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Prayer Group 
Our partnership of parishes’ prayer 
group meets in order to pray for our 

parishes and their mission to our 
area, for our families and for the in-
tentions people ask us to pray for.  

The prayer group is on Tuesday eve-
nings, every other week at 8pm at 

English Martyrs’ in Biddulph. Every-
one is welcome. The prayer group 

continues through the summer! 

Men’s Group 
 A group of men are doing 

‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’ 
by Jeff Cavins. It’s not too late to 

join us. Our next session is on Friday 
20th September at St Joseph’s Gold-

enhill at 7.00pm.  

 

 

 

The Friendship Club is a monthly 
meeting for older people, organ-
ised by Fr Hudson’s Care. The 

next meeting is on Tuesday 24th 
September, at the usual time of 
2pm at Kidsgrove Town Hall. 

New people are always welcome, 
so come and give it a try. If you 

need more details or would like to 
arrange transport please ring 

01782 269990 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Rosa Myatt. Requiem Mass 
will be celebrated on Thursday 29th 
August at St Patrick’s at 10.45am, 
followed by interment at Tunstall 
cemetery. Reception into church will 
be on 28th August at 7pm. 
Also, for the soul of Thomas 
Doherty, who was buried on Thurs-
day last week after Requiem Mass at 
St Joseph’s. 

Requiescant in Pace 

Biddulph SVP The SVP meet every 
second Tuesday at English Martyrs at 
7pm. The next meeting will be on 
the 13th August and they would love 
to see some new members. The main 
work of the SVP is visiting, befriend-
ing and assisting people in need with 
practical help. If you can spare as 
little as one hour a week and feel this 
is something you would like to do 
please go along to the next meeting. 
You can find more on the work of the 
SVP at www.svp.org.uk 

Next Saturday/Sunday we will 
welcome Fr Emmanuel  Mbeh. 

He will be preaching on the mis-
sions and asking for support for 

APF (Association for the Propaga-
tion of the Faith), seeking to get 

new supporters. 

APF Supporters have a red box in 
which they make their donations. 
These are emptied periodically by 

our parish organisers: 

St John’s: Trina Harding 
St Joseph’s: Paul Pender 

English Martyrs’ & St Patrick’s: 
Teresa Dutton 

If you have a red box already, 
thank you for your continuing 

support.  

If not, then please consider getting 
one from Fr Emmanuel next 

week! If you are away, please con-
tact the parish office to have one 

reserved for you!  



KEY VERSE: "When you hold a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind" (v. 13). 
TO KNOW: Jesus was invited to share the Sabbath 
meal at the home of a leading Pharisee. Noticing the 
competition for the seat of honour at table, he used the 
opportunity to teach a lesson on humility to both host 
and guest. He suggested that the guests take the lowest 
place, and should the host move them to a higher posi-
tion, they would be honoured, and they would not be 
embarrassed by being asked to take a lower position. 
Jesus reminded the host not to invite only the wealthy 
and important people to his home; he should open his 
doors to the weak and powerless who were without 
earthly power (anawim ). Although these poor were in 
no position to repay their host for his generosity, they 
would be richly rewarded at the "resurrection of the 
just" (v. 14). Can we imagine what it would be like if 
banquets were held in honour of the poor and de-
prived instead of the rich and famous? How would this 
change us? How would it change the world? 
TO LOVE: Have I examined my attitude toward the 
underprivileged? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, teach me to imitate your 
charity and humility. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
11/08/19: Biddulph/Packmoor 
Gift Aid £392.00, Non Gift Aid 
£153.50, Total £545.50. Gold-
enhill Gift Aid £346.00, Non Gift 
Aid £237.60, Total £583.60. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid Gift Aid 
£180.50, Non Gift Aid £160.89, 
Total £341.39. (The collection for 
the 18th August will be on next 
weeks bulletin.) 

BBQ Raffle We raised £313 which 
will go towards the cost of the BBQ 
when we are able to hold one. Thank 
you for your support. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club Last Sunday we drew the num-
bers for the Annual Grand Draw. 
The following were the prize winner: 
1st Prize of £1,000 No.10 Rita Ben-
nison; 2nd Prize of £500 No.132 
Greg Chappell; 3rd Prize of £250: 
N o .4 2:  Ba r ba r a  Gr a nd f i e l d 
18/08/19 Weekly Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.32 A Sproston; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.14 K Homes; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.60 B Cunningham. The Weekly 
& Monthly Draw prize winners for 
25th will be on next weeks bulletin. 
Reminder that the Monthly, Quarter-

Luke 14:1,7-14 

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one 
of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him closely. He then 
told the guests a parable, because he had noticed how they 
picked the places of honour. He said this, ‘When someone in-
vites you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat in the place of 
honour. A more distinguished person than you may have been 
invited, and the person who invited you both may come and say, 
“Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your embarrass-
ment, you would have to go and take the lowest place. No; 
when you are a guest, make your way to the lowest place and sit 
there, so that, when your host comes, he may say, “My friend, 
move up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at the table 
will see you honoured. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 
Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do 
not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for 
fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you in return. No; 
when you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
the blind; that they cannot pay you back means that you are for-
tunate, because repayment will be made to you when the virtu-
ous rise again.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

ly and Annual Subs are due on the 1st 
September. 

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club  
Many thanks for your continued sup-
port; the total raised since the start 
of the club is £58,574. The £25 half 
yearly monies are now due. If you 
could put in an envelope addressed 
to Mary, 125 Club and hand to Glo-
ria or Vincent at church. 

APF Red Boxes Box holders at 
Biddulph & Packmoor are re-
quested to bring their boxes to 
church for counting during August 
and September. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

will take place at Liverpool Metro-
politan Cathedral of Christ the King, 
Mount Pleasant, Liverpool L3 5TQ 

Harvington Hall An afternoon 
pilgrimage to the shrine of the Eng-
lish Martyrs on Sunday 1st Septem-
ber. Mass will start at 3pm with con-
fessions from 1.45pm. The Principal 
celebrant will be the Rt Rev David 
McGough. Parking is free and there is 
a picnic area for refreshments. There 
will be free tours of the Hall available 
for the pilgrims starting at 12.30pm. 
Pilgrims should bring a chair. 

Knock Pilgrimage There will be a 
fully escorted pilgrimage to Knock, 
14th to 18th September led by Fr 
Michael Gamble. Cost is £599pp 
based on 2 people sharing. Includes 
flights, transfers, accommodation at 
Knock House Hotel with full board. 
A full programme included. Single 
and accessible rooms available. For 
bookings or information please con-
tact Patricia on 01268 762278 or 
07740175557 or knockpilgrimages 
@gmail.com as soon as possible 

Hospital Chaplaincy If you or a 
relative are going into hospital, please 
notify the chaplain. For the Royal 
Stoke, please call 676400 to speak to 
Fr Michael. 

Concert You are warmly invited to 
a concert at the Sacred Heart, Tun-
stall on Sunday 8th September at 
3pm. This is a non professional con-
cert with most of the performances 
provided by parishioners. Refresh-
ments will be available during the 
interval. 

National Mass for Altar Servers 
The Archconfraternity of St Stephen 
invites servers, family and friends to a 
mass for altar servers on Saturday 
21st September at 2pm. The mass 


